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What we will learn

► Learning intention – We will learn about specific narrative techniques 
used in comics and graphic novels

► Success criteria - To start creating our own comic strips pulling together 
all of the work that we have been doing over the past few weeks.



Panels

A panel is an individual 
frame, or single drawing, in 
the multiple-panel sequence 
of a comic strip or comic 
book. 

It is the smaller box on a 
page in which the images 
are drawn. A panel consists 
of one drawing that depicts 
a single moment in time.



Speech Bubbles

Graphic used to assign 
ownership of dialogue.

Speech bubbles are used to 
tell your readers what each 
character in your comic strip 
is saying and feeling.



There are lots of different ways in 
which speech-bubbles can be 
drawn.

Scream Bubbles: Indicate a 
character is screaming or shouting. 
They have jagged edges.

Coloured Bubbles: Conveys the 
emotion that goes with the speech, 
such as red for anger.

Icicle Bubbles: Have jagged icicles 
hanging from the bottom 
representing cold hostility. Similarly 
the speech bubbles of monsters 
may have an outline that suggests 
dripping blood or slime.



Thought Bubbles

Graphic used to show 
internal thoughts of a 
character.

Usually cloud shaped and 
connected to owner by a 
series of smaller bubbles.



Onomatopoeia

A word that imitates the 
sound that it is describing.

Famously used in comics 
as a pictorial 
representation of a sound 
effect.



Captions

Narrative device used to 
convey information that 
cannot be 
communicated by 
speech.

Usually takes the form of 
a small rectangular box 
situated in a corner of the 
panel.



Panel Frames
Border or edges of a 
panel.
 
Usually rectangular in 
shape, but cloud 
shaped can indicate 
a dream/flashback 
and one with a 
jagged edge can 
indicate anger/shock.



Comic Techniques

► Speech Bubbles

► Thought Bubbles

► Onomatopoeia 

► Captions 

► Panel Frames 

► Panels 



Starting our comics

► Now that we are familiar with all the different techniques that are 
used in comics, we are going to have a go at planning for our own.

► What to include in your plan – Setting, characters, mood, 
complication, plot, resolution.

► Use everything that you have created over the last two weeks. Your 
superhero, super villain, the settings and everything else we have 
brainstormed over the last two weeks.

► Reminder – I don’t want you to finish your comic today, just your plan.


