


Why Do We Read?

Being able to read is an extremely useful skill to have. For many people, 
it is one of life’s pleasures. But what is the purpose of reading?

•We might read a text to gather information about a topic or idea.

•We might read a text to learn how to do or make something.

•We might read a text to understand the opinions of others.

•We might read a text to be entertained. 

In all of these situations, the reader must be able to decode the 
words on the page, then create meaning from them.



The goal of reading any text is to create meaning. Without meaning, a 
text is nothing more than a series of words on a page!

Reading can be a frustrating and unenjoyable process when we don't 
understand the meaning of a text. 

Reading comprehension strategies are tools that readers can use while 
reading to help them comprehend (understand) a text. 

These strategies can help readers to stay engaged with a text and gain 
greater enjoyment while reading.

Reading Comprehension Strategies



Inferring means using clues from a text to form a theory or come to a 
conclusion about characters, events or information.

Writers do not always include every detail about an event or character 
in a text. They expect readers to use their knowledge in conjunction 
with the clues to ‘read between the lines’ to create meaning.

e.g. Sam’s body began to shake. His pumped faster and faster. 

In this example, the reader can use their prior knowledge about 
emotions with the clues in the text to come to the conclusion that 
Sam is feeling anxious (even though this isn’t directly stated).

Inferring 



While you are reading, ask yourself the following questions to help you 
make inferences about the text:

•What prior knowledge do I have about what is happening? 

•What clues does the text provide about what is happening?

•How can I use clues to form a theory about the text?

•What conclusions can I make about the text?

•What information can I gather by ‘reading between the lines’?

How to Infer



You are going to use ability to infer to add meaning to a comic.

Give this comic strip your own title

Infer from the whole comic strip what is happening in each cell. Add a 
description and draw your own picture in the last cell.

The comic is on the next slide...or you can print or download the PDF 
from the daily bog.

Practicing your Inferring



Comic…..



•Now do some independent reading for 20 minutes.

•Either your own book or one from active learn.

Independent Reading


