
Quolls
All about Quolls and their habitat



What do you already know about Quolls?

 Have you ever heard of or seen a Quoll before?
 Activate your prior knowledge: What do you know about them already? 
 If you have never heard of these animals before, have a look at this picture of them and make a prediction about them… what do you think they eat? Where do you think their habitat might be?
 Draw what you already know about Quolls, or draw your prediction



What are Quolls?

 Quolls are tree-climbing, den-dwelling marsupials!
 We have four species of quoll in Australia:

Spotted-tailed Quoll
Western Quoll
Eastern Quoll

Northern Quoll
 Quolls have black to fawn fur, white spots, long tails and sharp teeth
 The Eastern and Northern Quoll are listed as Endangered
 The Spotted-tail Quoll and Western Quoll are Near Threatened
 This means that there are not many of them left in the wild, and the species is in danger of going extinct



What do Quolls need to survive? 

 Quolls are carnivores. This means that they eat meat. 
 They often eat medium-sized birds and mammals, insects, reptiles and frogs
 They get a lot of their water from the food they eat, so they don’t always need a water source
 Lots of Quolls climb high into trees to capture prey
 They sleep during the day in a den and then hunt at night
 They need to be able to hide from their predators, such as foxes

Their habitat needs to provide these things so that Quolls can survive. 



Where do they live?What is their habitat?

 Quolls live a wide range of habitats. 
 They live in coastal heathlands, sub-alpine woodlands, temperate woodlands and forests, riparian forests and wet sclerophyll forests.
 Quolls make dens in tree hollows, rock crevices, underground burrows, fallen logs and termite mounds.
 Quolls shelter in these dens during the day and hunt at night.
 Look at the next slide for pictures of some of these habitats. See if you can imagine a quoll living in each habitat. 



1. Coastal Heathlands 2. Sub-alpine Woodlands

3. Temperate Woodlands 4. Wet Sclerophyll Forest



Why are they endangered?  The quolls are endangered because they are experiencing habitat loss and fragmentation. 
 This means that their habitats are disappearing. 
 Humans cut down trees and clear native vegetation. This reduces the amount of suitable habitat as well as the amount of food for the quoll to eat. 
 Without their habitat, quolls cannot survive.



What are humans doing to help the Quolls?

 Some people who work for conservation organisations are trying to make sure that there is enough native vegetation and hollow logs for the quolls to live. 
 They are also trying to reduce the numbers of foxes and cats, as these animals prey on quolls and also eat their food. 



If you want to learn more about Quolls watch these videos!

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZybAdUiXng0
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YWQp0x-lEgQ
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kfku3kzxGbk
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QzdglYb8Yi4



Your job…

 Draw or write about something interesting you found out about quolls or draw a quoll in it’s habitat!


