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CALE, REPORTER: For many of us there's nothing better than watching our sport 
heroes do what they do best. 

HARRY: My favourite sporting moment is when the Aussie Boomers beat the USA in 
the basketball last year 

XAV: I liked when Liverpool won the Champions League. 

But now with many of our favourite sports on hold many of us fans getting a bit 
desperate. And while many professional athletes have been finding fun ways to 
keep themselves and us amused, the pause in play has been pretty devasting. 

JENNA O'HEA: I chose a team sport because I love being with my teammates, I 
think they help motivate me, and not having my teammates and my coach sort of 
tell me what to do each day has been really hard and it's also hard not knowing 
when we're going to be back on the basketball court. 

It's also costing sports leagues billions of dollars. See without games, there's no 
ticket sales, no broadcasting contracts, and no advertising, which means clubs are 
struggling to pay their players, coaches, and all the other people who help clubs 
function. 

Across Australia players have taken big pay cuts, just to help their clubs survive. 
While a lot of other employees have lost their jobs entirely. Around 80% of the AFL's 
workforce have been stood down, while the players agreed to a 50% pay cut. 
Sports broadcasters like Foxtel have also had to cut back a lot of their staff and 
they're not really sure about their future. All up, it's estimated the sports industry 
contributes about $40 billion to the Australian economy every year, so it's no 
surprise that people are pretty keen to get sport back up and running. 

For some Aussie leagues, a restart is on the cards. The AFL hopes to get going in 
June, while the NRL has pencilled in the 28th of May to restart its season without 
spectators of course. The government has even given special permission for the 
New Zealand warriors to travel to Australia to play. While some reckon it's too early 
to restart sports, others reckon it's important, not just for the pros, but for all the 
grassroots sports that look up to those guys and girls. 

HARRY: Sport employs a lot of people and it lifts everyone's spirits. 

Overseas, many other sports are tackling similar problems trying to work out if and 
when they could start up again. The NBA is even considering finishing their season 
in Disney World, ahh no I think it's still the players playing. That's better. And if 
seasons can't start up again there are pretty big questions about who should win. 
For example, in the English Premier League, Liverpool's been left tantalisingly close 



to their first title in 30 years while bottom clubs don't know if they're in or out of the 
league. Still many agree that health and safety should come first. 

So, at least for now we're just gonna have to settle for this, and we can look forward 
to a time when we go back to watching our heroes play our favourite games. 

 


